
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Century of Learning 

 

March 8th and 9th 

 

 

 

Central East Alberta  

Teachers’  Convention  

 

SHAW CONFERENCE 

CENTRE 

Edmonton, Alberta 

 

 

Opening Keynote: 
Raising Resilient Children 

Dr. Alex Russell 
Salon 8 – 12  Thursday, 9:00 – 10:30 AM 

Is it really a good thing to give children everything they need, all the 
time? In this keynote, Dr. Alex Russell addresses common 
challenges children and youth face, including dealing with 
troublesome behaviours, supporting children at school, and 
controlling or monitoring children’s access to computers, cell phones 
and other forms of digital technology. A perspective is offered that 
helps take a positive and emotionally rewarding role in their 
children’s lives, while allowing them to have the opportunity to make 
their own decisions—and mistakes—during the complicated 
business of growing up. 
 

Closing Keynote: 

Taking on the New Possibilities and Challenges of 

Learning in a Connected World 

Dr. Alec Couros 

Salon 11 – 12  Friday,  1:00 – 2:30 PM 
Dr. Alec Couros is a professor of educational technology and media at the 

Faculty of Education, University of Regina. He is an experienced presenter 

on various topics related to digital literacies, technology integration, and 

digital citizenship. A dynamic presenter, knowledgeable researcher, and a 

seasoned educational consultant he specializes in social media, 

technology integrations, digital citizenship and media literacy. 

Find us on: Facebook, Twitter and Instagram: 

@ceatca2018 

Please visit our website for 

the most up to date version of 

this document. 

 

https://ceatca.teachers.ab.ca/Pages/home.aspx
https://ceatca.teachers.ab.ca/Pages/home.aspx
https://ceatca.teachers.ab.ca/Pages/home.aspx


Declaration 
 
To ensure adequate space and comfort for teachers and invited guests, the Convention Board has declared this to be a CLOSED, NON-SMOKING 

convention available only to paid delegates.  Spouses, children, friends or others who do not pay convention fees may not attend the 

presentations. 

Professional and Legal Obligation 

Teachers are obligated professionally and legally by the School Act to attend the teachers' convention.  Teachers may request permission to 

attend alternate professional development activities.  Such requests MUST be submitted in writing, to the convention attendance chairperson.  

This person, in conjunction with the attendance committee, will make a judgment regarding the requests.  Teachers failing to request permission 

from their Convention Attendance Committee may be subject to investigation and sanctions under the Code of Professional Conduct.  Please 

visit http://ceatca.teachers.ab.ca/ for more information. 

Central East Alberta Teachers’ Convention Association 2018 Board Members 

      
        
      
           
 

 
  

Join the Twitter conversation at #CEATCA2018 
 

President  

Jim Allan  
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David Teasdale  

Treasurer  
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Brian Skinner 

 

 

Facilities  
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Katherine Cook 
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Publication  
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CEATCA President Message – Jim Allan 

One hundred years of professional service to youth is an incredible contribution to society. As we embark on the 

next one hundred it is important to be cognizant of the service given by those in the past who worked in 

conditions far different from those of today. We need to be thankful for the dedicated people who worked so 

hard to bring us such things as the benefits we enjoy in our contracts, our pensions, reasonable working 

conditions, recognition of our professionalism, professional development and so much more.  

Today’s schools are somewhat different than those in the past. Over the years European immigration has 

changed to largely Asian and African immigration. We face students with language and cultural issues. We have 

students who remain affected by the residential school fiasco. Many students come to us with very special needs. 

Mental health concerns continue to provide concern. We have rightfully recognized that all children have the 

right to a public education. Inclusion has created many challenges but its rewards are innumerable. 

As you go about your activities over the next two days know that you are tremendously appreciated for what you 

do. Your efforts are worthwhile. As it was one hundred years ago you remain the heart and soul of education. 

District Representative Message – Elaine Willette-Larsen 
 

As Alberta teachers celebrate one hundred years as a professional association, Central East Alberta teachers will 
reflect on “a century of learning” at one of their finest professional development opportunities – teachers’ 
convention. Teachers will have the opportunity to choose and to collaborate in shaping their professional 
learning in session and in conversation.  Much has changed in the education field in the last one hundred years, 
but the heart of education, the relationship between teacher and student, the teaching and learning, has not.  
May each teacher be inspired by their opportunities at teachers’ convention as we mark this milestone and may 
each convention committee member experience satisfaction in assisting teachers with their professional 
development goals in 2018. 
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Shaw Safety and Security 

Your safety and the safety of your guests is our top priority. The Shaw Conference Centre partners with our clients, our community and local 
public safety officials year round to provide safe event experiences.  Emergency preparedness plans and procedures are in place to ensure the 
safety and well-being of the public and staff in the event of an emergency situation. These plans are updated regularly and drills are conducted 
annually. Please review the following 
information to familiarize yourself and your team with procedures to follow in case of an emergency. 
 
BUILDING SECURITY 
SCC has 24-hour general building security augmented with both cameras and alarm systems. SCC’s Security Booth is located on the Pedway Level 
near the escalators. Security can be reached from any house phone by dialling “878”. 
 
EVENT SECURITY 
The client is responsible for security of leased areas during occupancy.  The client should provide uniformed guards from the time of move-in to 
the time of move-out. Upon request, SCC can provide security services for your event. 
 
FIRE/EVACUATION PROCEDURES 
If you see smoke or fire: REACT 
• Remove those from immediate danger 
• Ensure door is closed 
• Activate alarm 
• Call fire department (911) 
• Try to extinguish fire 
 
Pre-Signal Stage (non-evacuation) 
• this short tone alarm is audible throughout the facility and is meant to alert all occupants of the building that a trouble signal has been 
received by the fire panel which requires investigation; 
• it allows for 5 minutes of investigation by Maintenance and Security personnel to determine the cause of the trouble signal; 
• during this stage, occupants of the building should prepare for the possibility of the General Alarm stage by making note of the nearest fire exit 
within their 
vicinity; emergency evacuation routes are posted near all fire pull stations and common areas; 
• if authorized personnel conclude activation of the General Alarm is not required, the Pre-Signal alarm will be silenced and normal activity can 
be resumed at this time; 
• if, however, signs of fire are discovered, manual activation of the General Alarm will take place as soon as possible; NOTE: if excessive smoke or 
fire is apparent, patrons should evacuate immediately as opposed to waiting for the General Alarm stage. 
 
 
 



General Alarm Stage (evacuation) 
• this stage is identified by the long wailing tone of the fire alarm system; this requires a systematic and orderly evacuation of all occupants via 
the nearest exit to one of the two muster points identified as: 
° Canada Place outside foyer (north side of Jasper Avenue) – applies to those evacuating from Jasper Avenue and Pedway levels 
° Louise McKinney Park (bottom of Grierson Hill pedestrian overpass) – applies to those evacuating from Mezzanine, Assembly and Meeting 
Room levels 
• Shaw Conference Centre personnel will go to areas occupied by clients to assist with the evacuation of all patrons to the appropriate muster 
point. 
• Reoccupation of the building cannot take place until the Edmonton Fire Department and/or SCC Security gives the all-clear. 
 
Note: 
• Do not panic when evacuating the building; remain calm and do not run. 
• Do not use escalators or elevators; exit via nearest stairwell or exterior door. 
• Assist any person requiring assistance including those with physical disabilities; if you are unable to assist a disabled person alone, send 
someone to the muster point to report your location and request assistance; do not leave the individual alone.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lloydminster Catholic School Division Board of Trustees and 

the Senior Administration team would like to welcome you to 

the 2018 Central East Alberta Teacher’s Convention.  Over the 

next two days “A Century of Learning” will allow you to 

celebrate what the last 100 years has given our children and 

what the next century has to offer those we teach today and 

tomorrow.  As you take time to reconnect with colleagues and 

mentors, we wish you a safe journey and an inspiring few days 

of sessions.  Thank you for taking the time to learn and to seek 

for even better ways to understand our vocation.   

 

Nigel McCarthy 
Director of Education  
Lloydminster Catholic School Division                        
 

It’s remarkable how things have changed over A 

Century of Teaching! 

The emphasis on technology, the global nature of our 

classrooms and the diversity of our society . . . it’s 

definitely a different world. But one thing that hasn’t 

changed at all is the commitment of teachers. We 

appreciate every opportunity to learn new ways of 

making a positive impact and meeting the learning 

needs of the students we serve. 

As the Superintendent of Schools for Battle River 

School Division I wish you all a positive and productive 

two days, and thank C.E.A.T.C.A. for organizing 

another excellent event. 

 
 
Rita Marler 
Superintendent    
Battle River School Division  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Buffalo Trail Public Schools Board of Trustees and Central 

Services staff want to offer congratulations to Mr. Jim Allan and 

his team on an outstanding CETCA Convention 2018!  BTPS has a 

long-standing commitment to learning and understands that 

supporting the growth of our team is essential to our collective 

success.   The CETCA 2018 theme, “A Century of Learning” 

supports our belief that learning never stops!  We are confident 

that CETCA 2018 will provide all attendees with multiple 

opportunities to learn, to engage their colleagues and to 

enhance their skills as educators.  We are so very proud of our 

team members; Martina Ruston-Carter, Lindsey Bates, Deb 

Venance and Raelene Tupper for their continued commitment to 

working on the CETCA Convention Board and their commitment 

to the learning of their colleagues.   

Enjoy your convention! 

Bob Allen 

Superintendent 

Buffalo Trail Public Schools  

On behalf of the East Central Alberta Catholic Schools, I wish all teachers a 

productive and enjoyable conference.  With so many interesting sessions 

there is something for everyone at this conference. 

The theme, “A Century of Learning”, is cause for us to reflect on how much 

has changed over the past century.  I recently read an article by David 

Schelling that said until 1900 human knowledge doubled approximately 

every century. At present, the amount of knowledge is doubling every 12 

months, and due to technology, it will soon be every 12 hours.  The pace of 

change is mindblowing.  Teachers are on the frontline of that change.  We 

have come to accept that we are not the font of knowledge in any area but 

our role is to teach our students how to learn. I also fully believe that, 

despite such rapid change, the most important component of our 

education system is the teacher in the classroom.  The classroom may 

change significantly, but the need for a dedicated teacher will not change, 

even in the next century.  

I hope you learn something new and exciting at this conference; I hope you 

meet someone new and exciting at the conference.   

Congratulations to the organizing committee for their time and dedication 

in planning this event. Enjoy this wonderful learning opportunity. 

 

Charlie McCormack    

Superintendent 

East Central Alberta Catholic Schools 
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Convention provides teachers with a wonderful opportunity to engage in professional learning.  We all recognize that our profession is 

changing rapidly, and there is more to learn than ever before.  Convention is one vehicle to stay current with educational research, trending 

practice and to learn and to share professional wisdom with colleagues.  I congratulate staff who are presenting at this year’s convention.  It’s 

not easy to volunteer to lead a discussion, or to share a best practice.   I wish to also express my appreciation to the convention organizers 

who have worked very hard to ensure sessions are valuable, and a special thank you to Clearview teachers who have volunteered their 

expertise.  I wish you an outstanding learning experience, enriched by collegiality and the inevitable impromptu sharing sessions at breaks. 

Peter Barron 

Superintendent  

Clearview Public Schools 

 

It my pleasure to welcome Lloydminster Public School Division staff to the 2018 Central East Alberta Teachers’ Convention.  The theme of this 

year’s conference – entitled, "A Century of Learning" – immediately made me think about the widespread impact we have as educators 

Our profession, like no other, is so "impactful on" and "impacted by" learning.  Each and every one of you has gone above and beyond to help 

a student understand a difficult concept, worked with a colleague on implementing new curriculum or invested your personal time in refining 

your craft as a teacher. My hope for each of you is that you continue on your learning journey, never losing site of the positive influence you 

have on those whom we have been called to serve, our students! 

I hope you all have the opportunity over the course of the next two days to reflect on your practice, be inspired professionally and take some 

time to re-energize. 

On behalf of myself, the Lloydminster Public School Division Board of Education and Division Leadership Team, I hope you have a wonderful 

Teachers’ Convention! 

 
Todd Robinson 
Director  
Lloydminster Public School Division  
 



Thursday     11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 

 Location 
(capacity) 

Session Presenter / Title / 
Subject Applicability / Level 

Session  / Presenter Description 

   

1 
(40) 

Christina Dixon 
 

Expressions and Response Using 
Watercolours  

 
Art 

 
Grades 1-6 

 

 
Teachers will explore various watercolor techniques (wet-in-wet, wet-in-dry, dry-on-dry, dry-on-wet, flat wash, 
graded wash, variegated wash) and will apply them to create art projects.  These projects are being guided and 
demonstrated step-by-step and can be differentiated and adapted for any grade level to address a variety of 
learning styles, skills, and abilities.  The participants are encouraged to discover their unique inner artistic 
talents.  All the supplies are provided. 

 
“As an art teacher, my main goal is to inspire others to love, appreciate, and explore the artistic paths 
using a large array of mediums: oil pastels, watercolors, acrylics, inks. Proper technique is important  
and my workshops incorporate teaching various techniques and applying them in creating 
differentiated art projects for specific learning styles, suitable to all grade levels.” 
 
Session fee: $10 
 

3 
(100) ATA 

 
Coaching to Support Inclusion 

 
General 

 
General 

 

 
This workshop introduces school leaders to Coaching to Support Inclusion: A Principal’s Guide, a new 
Association publication designed as a self-paced program to explore the use of coaching to support 
inclusive practices. Coaching is defined as a professional development strategy in which coaches work 
with teachers to meet the diverse learning needs of students within an inclusive school environment. 
Coaching to Support Inclusion reflects the collegial and collaborative culture of Alberta schools and 
encourages principals to work with their teachers to consider the academic and social needs of 
students with exceptionalities in an inclusive learning environment. This session will prepare school 
leaders to facilitate the activities included in this resource intended to engage the school staff in the 
dialogue, design and implementation of coaching to support inclusion. 
 

5 
(50) 

ATA 
 

 The Bargaining Process 
 

General 
 

General 
 
 

 
 
This session will review relevant sections of the Labour Relations Code and the changes to collective 
bargaining as governed by the Public Education Collective Bargaining Act (PECBA). Participants will 
be introduced to new processes, such as list bargaining and central table bargaining, as well as 
reviewing how the new process impacts the traditional work of local bargaining. This session will help 
teachers stay informed about bargaining and express their opinions on bargaining goals and actions. 



Thursday     11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 

 

6 
(50) 

Peter McWhir 
 

Seats Please ! – Dramatic         
“SIT”uations AND Masking Tape 

Magic ! 

 
Drama, Teacher Wellness 

 
All 

In the regular classroom with desks, chairs and tables this session will introduce you to the powerful 
impact we could have by using how and where they sit. With different configurations of the chair you 
can actively and imaginatively lead them into numerous creative writing projects, dramatic scenes and 
works of art from the “sit”uations they create. Couple this with endless “masking tape magic 
possibilities” and you are in for a treat. This is a “safe” humorous, strategy and an excellent, non-
threatening, introductory activity to start off the year or brighten a gloomy day ! They will ask for 
more ! 
On-going electronic handouts on procedures, evaluation will be made available 
 
Peter (B.F.A.  M.Ed.) "retired" (as if)  presents new strategies & creative approaches using drama in 
education.His proven methods involve, inspire and empower students K - 12 applicable in all subjects. 
He is a guest teacher with CSSD & conducts provincial & international Artist-in-Residence programs . 
He leads team-building staff P.D. days & organizes international fine arts student tours 
 

7 
(55) 

 
Linda LI 

 
Pension ATRA 

 
General 

 
General 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Information to follow 

8 
(240) 

Lana Lane 
 

Words Their Way 
 

Language Arts 
 

Kindergarten  - Grade 6 

Words Their Way is an approach to Phonics, Spelling and Vocabulary.  This session provides an overview of 
the program, how to assess, group and implement word sorts focussing on differentiated learning.  
Participants will be engaged in interactive and fun word sorts.  Participants require scissors and glue stick. 
 
Lana Lane is an Independent Literacy Consultant.  She resides on an acreage outside of Canada's only 
Border City, Lloydminster, Saskatchewan.  She has been a classroom teacher of Pre K-Gr. 2 and an 
Instructional Literacy Coach K-12.  She contracts with the Alberta Learning Network and Learning 
Disabilities Association of Alberta facilitating literacy workshops around the province.   
 
$5.00 Registration Fee 
 
Pre-Registration Required. Please Email:  ceatcaprogram@gmail.com 



Thursday     11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 

 

9 
(180) 

Sandi Berg 
 

Multiplicative Thinking 
 

Math 
 

Grades 1-6 

 
 
Knowing 4 x 3 = 12 is a requirement of the grade 3 math curriculum. However, students’ first experience 
with this multiplication fact should not be in grade 3! Many of the activities we do with students in 
Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2 build towards multiplicative thinking.  Students in Grades 3-6 should be 
building on these understandings. 
 
During this session, we will explore the big ideas that students should be immersed in throughout their K-6 
schooling.  We will answer the questions: How do students begin to develop multiplicative thinking in K-2? 
How do we build Grade 3-6 students’ understanding of the multiplication facts without resorting to rote 
memorization? 
 
Participants will walk away with a deeper understanding of the development of multiplicative thinking as 
well as activities that can be used immediately in the classroom 
 
Sandi Berg has taught every grade and almost every subject from K-12. She is constantly increasing her 
repertoire of student-centred activities. Her favorite sessions are those that focus on practical, hands-on 
activities that can be used in the classroom tomorrow. 
 
 

10 
(180) 

Kathy Worobec 
 

Fun Environmental Activities in 
your School Yard 

 
Physical Education, Science, Social 

Studies 
 

Grades 1-6 

 
 
This session profiles our favourite games and activities that you can do with your students in your 
schoolyard - a ‘greatest hits’ compendium of experienced environmental educators’ classic learning 
activities and resources!  In this session, you’ll “learn by doing” as many of these activities as possible, and 
discuss how to connect student learning with their familiar neighbourhood and community. All participants 
will receive digital copies of the resources. 
 
Kathy Worobec has been ACEE’s Education Director since 2012. She leads ACEE's work on K-12 curriculum 
redesign, coordinates ACEE's Alberta Green Schools, supports our Edmonton region Community of Practice, 
 and creates and delivers many of our education stakeholder events. She has more than 25 years of 
experience and received her education degree from the University of Alberta. 
 
 
 



Thursday     11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 

 

11 
(180) 

ATA  
 

Ahead by a Century 
 

General 
 

General 

 
 
 

Session Description Forthcoming  

12 
(240) ATA 

 
Indigenous Ways of Thinking 

 
General 

 
General  

 
 
 
 

Session Description Forthcoming 

13 / 14 
(40) 

ATA 
 

Promoting Success of Immigrant 
Students 

 
General 

 
General 

 
 
Classrooms in Alberta are ethnically more diverse every year, giving us new challenges and opportunities. 
This workshop will provide participants opportunity to strengthen their cultural awareness and 
competence, deepen their understanding of the challenges immigrant families face, and learn classroom 
and school wide strategies for working with immigrant students and their parents. 

15 / 16 
(40) ATA 

 
Questions? School Principals as 

Member Services 
 

General, Administrators 
 

General  

 
 
This session covers a variety of issues which school administrators have sought advice from Member 
Services. Based on the time requested, up to 25 issues raised by school principals and assistant principals in 
the form of questions they have asked Member Services can be examined. The number of issues covered 
will vary with the length of session requested. This presentation requires a minimum time of allocation of 
1.5 hours and can be extended to half-day and full-day sessions. The session is intended to be interactive 
with administrators in attendance being encouraged to ask supplemental questions to the issues identified 
or ask questions not included in the presentation booklet. 
 
 



Thursday     11:00 AM – 12:15 PM 

 

17 / 18 
(40) 

Daryl Marchand  
 

Gems in Science 
 

Science, STEM 
 

Grades 7-12 

Most HS Science teachers do not think of TI as a Science resource.  Come and see what is available for 
Science in Grades 7 -12 for the classroom, lab and field.  See how TI technologies and resources can put the 
"E" in STEM into your classrooms.  Participants will receive software that they can use immediately in their 
classes. 
 
Darryl is the Educational Technology Consultant for Texas Instruments Canada. Prior, he was an educator in 
AB for 27 years.  He is also one of the contributing authors for the Absolute Value Publications workbook 
series. Darryl has spoken at many conferences throughout North America. 

19 / 20 
(30) 

 
ATA  

 
Women in Leadership 

 
General 

 
General  

 

 
 
 
 

Session Description Forthcoming 



Thursday     12:45 PM -2:00 PM 

 Location 
(capacity) 

Session Presenter / Title / 
Subject Applicability / Level 

Sessions / Presenter description 

   

1 
(40) 

Christina DIxon  
 

Mixed Media Extravaganza 
 

Art 
 

Grades 1-3 

 
This session will expose and familiarize teachers to creating artworks using mixed media supplies.  Oil 
pastels, watercolors, acrylics and inks will be used to create a few projects.  The projects are being taught 
step-by-step to provide guidance for future art projects and can be adapted for any grade level to address a 
variety of learning styles, skills and abilities.  All the supplies are provided. 
 
“As an art teacher, my main goal is to inspire others to love, appreciate, and explore the artistic paths using 
a large array of mediums: oil pastels, watercolors, acrylics, inks. Proper technique is important  and my 
workshops incorporate teaching various techniques and applying them in creating differentiated art 
projects for specific learning styles, suitable to all grade levels.” 
 
Session fee: $10 
 
Pre-Registration Required. Please Email:  ceatcaprogram@gmail.com 
 
 
 

3 
(100) 

 
ATA  

 
Here be Monsters 

 
General 

 
General  

 

 
 
 
 

Session Description Forthcoming 

5 
(50) 

ATA 
 

The History and Legacy of 
Residential Schools 

 
Social Studies 

 
General 

 
This workshop examines the history, impacts and legacy of residential schools, including the effects of 
intergenerational trauma. Tools, resources and strategies that contribute to the development of mutually 
respectful relations between indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians will be explored. Participants will 
leave honouring the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s calls to action and make a professional and 
personal commitment to action. 

mailto:ceatcaprogram@gmail.com


Thursday     12:45 PM -2:00 PM 

 

6 
(50) 

Peter McWhir  
 

Living your Dream to be a Teacher 
 

General, Beginning Teachers 
 

All 

 
Let me share over fifty years of many proven, practical strategies designed to empower them and develop 
in them a desire to learn. A sense of humor goes a long way to develop creative and positive connections 
with your class. Laughter is indeed one of the best means of encouraging them to work for you and achieve 
personal success which in turn builds their self-esteem. The session will be participatory in nature - what 
you do you understand, what you then own you share with courage and confidence. Multiple electronic 
on-going support will be made available. This session is meant to make you feel good about your choice to 
being in the best profession ! 
 
Peter (B.F.A.  M.Ed.) "retired" (as if)  presents new strategies & creative approaches using drama in 
education. His proven methods involve, inspire and empower students K - 12 applicable in all subjects. He 
is a guest teacher with CSSD & conducts provincial & international Artist-in-Residence programs . He leads 
team-building staff P.D. days & organizes international fine arts student tours 

7 
(55) Gail Whiteford  

 
Its Greek to me 

 
Drama 

 
Grades 10-12 

 
Theatre History is part of the Drama 10/20/30 curriculum that is sometimes skimmed over.  This workshop 
will focus on a way to teach Greek Theatre through performance.  History is always more interesting when 
it is active learning.  Besides teaching history, this unit will also focus on choral speech, costuming and set 
design.   
 
  Currently the Artistic Director of Aspen Crossing Theatre in Mossleigh, Alberta Gail writes and directs 
shows for the company. She presents Workshops all over Alberta in Makeup and Stage Violence, 
Swordplay, Theatre History and Voice at schools and conventions. She has written 3 books and 5 teaching 
manuals for Alberta Education.   

8 
(240) 

Lana Lane 
 

Words Their Way 
 (Continued from 11:00AM) 

 
Language Arts 

 
Kindergarten  - Grade 6 

 
Words Their Way is an approach to Phonics, Spelling and Vocabulary.  This session provides an overview of 
the program, how to assess, group and implement word sorts focussing on differentiated learning.  
Participants will be engaged in interactive and fun word sorts.  Participants require scissors and glue stick. 
 
Lana Lane is an Independent Literacy Consultant.  She resides on an acreage outside of Canada's only 
Border City, Lloydminster, Saskatchewan.  She has been a classroom teacher of Pre K-Gr. 2 and an 
Instructional Literacy Coach K-12.  She contracts with the Alberta Learning Network and Learning 
Disabilities Association of Alberta facilitating literacy workshops around the province.   
 
$5.00 Registration Fee 
 
Pre-Registration Required. Please Email:  ceatcaprogram@gmail.com 



Thursday     12:45 PM -2:00 PM 

 

9 
(180) 

Chelsea Burke  
 

Reconciliation in Schools 
 

Social Studies 
 

Grades 4-12 

 
Beginning in 2016, the John Humphrey Centre for Peace and Human Rights engaged in a collaborative pilot 
project with five schools in Edmonton from grades 5-12. We invited Elders and Knowledge Keepers to share 
their knowledge on a variety of important topics such as the history of Residential Schools, the Blanket 
Exercise, Indigenous Language, United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and Treaty. 
In this interactive workshop, we will share our Reconciliation in Education toolkit, discuss best practices, 
and create a space for dialogue that addresses the challenges of teaching this difficult history. Our aim is to 
build capacity in teachers and to provide opportunities to connect with the rich and thriving network of 
Elders, Indigenous Knowledge Keepers, artists and activists that work tirelessly to promote reconciliation in 
their communities. 
 
Chelsea Burke is an Educational Facilitator with the John Humphrey Centre for Peace and Human Rights. 
Chelsea has a degree in education from the University of Alberta with a minor in Social Studies. She is 
passionate about pursuing social justice and building community through inquiry, discovery and 
collaboration and looks forward participating in all three with you. 

10 
(180) ATA –  Shelley Magnusson 

 
Effects of Domestic Violence on 

Kids 
 

General 
 

General  

 
For children, families are a source of learning and love. All too often, however, intimate partner violence 
can disrupt this family refuge on which children and teens rely for stability, support and nurturing. 
Children’s exposure to domestic violence is much more common than generally believed. The potential 
consequences of abuse or exposure to violence as a child are also becoming increasingly evident. Children 
exposed to domestic violence are more likely to suffer from biological, social, emotional and/or cognitive 
development problems than those who are not. In this session, teachers will learn to recognize the signs of 
vicarious trauma and receive information on supports available. 
 
Shelley Magnusson, Executive Staff Officer, Government. Shelley Magnusson also sits on the Board of 
Directors of the Edmonton Women’s Shelter, commonly known as WIN House. 

11 
(180) 

Stephanie Southgate  
 

Empowering Youth to Take 
Environmental Action 

 
CTS, Environmental Stewardship 

 
Grades 7-9 

 

Learn how to support youth to design and implement an environmental action project using CAWST's free 
Career and technology Foundations (CTF) online course. Students become engaged in global water issues 
through youth stories of community development from Zambia and Nepal. In addition, local water 
organizations provide youth with regionally-relevant expertise and access to tools that are meaningful to 
their own community. 
 
Stephanie has a Post Graduate Certificate of Education from the UK and a BA in International Development.  
Her career started as a classroom teacher and moved into the realm of environmental education She has 
diverse experience in developing and delivering educational programs and is passionate about 
international development. 



Thursday     12:45 PM -2:00 PM 

 

12 
(240) Karen Filewych  

 
 How Do I Get Them to Write? The 

Game Changer: Freewriting 
 

Language Arts 
 

Grades 1-6, Adminstrators 

Karen always felt something was missing in her writing program. When she brought freewriting into the 
classroom, it was a game changer. Students became more engaged, the quality of writing improved and the 
reluctance to write was greatly reduced. Students were learning to write and they were also writing to 
learn. Learn how to use freewriting across the curriculum in your elementary classroom. Teachers and 
students will begin to enjoy their writing time! 
 
Karen Filewych has been an educator in elementary education for twenty years. She currently teaches part-
time giving her the opportunity to write, present workshops to teachers and lead student writing 
residencies. Her book - How Do I Get Them to Write? - guides teachers in developing a writing program 
that both teachers and students will enjoy. Visit www.wordschangeworlds.ca! 

13 / 14 
(40) 

Brigitta Guerres  
 

Reading Comprehension 
Assessment SUCCESS 

 
Assessment, English as a Second 

Language, Language Arts 
 

Grades 4-12 

As teachers we ask, “How can I improve my students’ achievement in reading comprehension?” Students 
ask, “How can I get better at reading comprehension? “. This session describes how to categorize reading 
comprehension questions into 5 reading skill categories allowing teachers and students to determine which 
skills require improvement and how to unpack each skill and determine the alignment to curriculum 
outcomes. 
 
Brigitta has been involved in education for over 25 years. She has founded Edu-Best Educational Services to 
collaborate and share ideas and methods to allow all learners the opportunity to reach their highest level 
of achievement and to inspire and motivate teachers. 

15 / 16 
(40) 

ATA 
 

Indigenous Footsteps of our 
Ancestors 

 
General 

 
General 

 
 
 
 

Session Description Forthcoming 

17 / 18 
(40) Randi Tajenar  

 
Skills Canada 

 
CTS 

 
Grades 7-12 

Skills Canada Alberta aims to inspire youth to explore their interests and connect their passions to 
meaningful career opportunities. Discover how our unique trade and technology events and competitions 
integrate maker-inspired, project-based, and design-thinking elements into curriculum-aligned 
opportunities for students to develop their skills for the future. 
 
Randi Tajcnar, Education Facilitator for SCA, received her Education Degree from the University of Alberta 
and has 2 years of classroom teaching experience. Touring Alberta with an informative and engaging 
presentation, Randi enjoys inspiring students to develop the skills to turn their passions and interests into 
rewarding experiences and fulfilling careers 



Thursday     12:45 PM -2:00 PM 

 

 

19 / 20 
(30) 

Tracy Lockwood 
 

10 Simple Songs to Get Students 
Moving! 

 
Health/CALM, Music, Physical 
Education, Teacher Wellness 

 
Kindergarten – Grade 6 

Get ready to move, wiggle, boogie and get playful as you learn 10 simple songs guaranteed to get students 
K - Grade 6 moving! Inspired from a variety of dance styles from around the world (African, Indian, Chinese, 
First Nations and more) you’ll discover easy and fun moves and combos that develop Fundamental 
Movement Skills while fostering positive mental health and social skills. 
 
Tracy Lockwood is the Founder of PLAY Education. She is a certified K-12 PE Teacher with over 20 years of 
experience & has worked w/ K-12 students in Alberta & Abu Dhabi. She was employed as a HPE consultant 
for nearly 10 yrs. & has a Masters Degree in Education. Her interACTIVE facilitation style will have you 
moving, connecting & smiling. Visit her website @ playeducation.ca 

Off 
Campus 
Session 

 
1:00 PM 

Art Gallery of Alberta 
(2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq, Edmonton) 

 
1:00 PM:  

Art Gallery Tour 
 

Art 
 

General 

 
How can we ‘read’ a work of art? Students (CEATCA teachers) will explore the art and architecture of the 
AGA to practice close-looking and observation strategies while strengthening their visual literacy and visual 
thinking skills. This program introduces multiple ways of looking at art while focusing on how students can 
connect art and ideas to their own lives and experiences. 
 
Participants will meet at the Art Gallery of Alberta at 1:00PM 
 
Limited Availability,  Pre-Registration Required. Please Email:  ceatcaprogram@gmail.com   



Thursday     2:30 PM-3:45 PM 

Location 
(capacity) 

Session Presenter / Title / 
Subject Applicability / Level 

Session  / Presenter Description 

   

1 
(40) 

Gail Whiteford  
 

Gore Makeup 
 

Drama, Health/CALM, Physical 
Education 

 
Grades 7-12 

 

Learn the basics of gore makeup: bruises, black eyes, cuts, scars and dueling wounds…..all on a budget.  

The skills can be used in a number or courses including Drama and Film Studies as a practical and fun 

hands-on activity. With all the TV shows and movies focusing on violence and gore, this unit will begin to 

diffuse the fascination.  Come in healthy; exit looking like you need medical leave. 

 

Currently the Artistic Director of Aspen Crossing Theatre in Mossleigh, Alberta, Gail writes and directs 

shows for the company.   She presents Workshops all over Alberta in Makeup and Stage Violence: 

Swordplay, Theatre History and Voice at schools and conventions. She has written 3 books and 5 teaching 

manuals for Alberta Education.   

3 
(100) 

ATA 
 

Learning with the Brain in Mind 
 

General 
 

General 

Jensen, 2005 reminds us that teachers must be experts on the organ they teach—the brain! The more we 
as educators understand the brain, the better able we are to design instruction to match how our students 
learn best. Knowledge about brain development and function allows teachers to make informed decisions 
about teaching practice related to learning—is testing good for the brain?; how should a lesson be 
structured in order to achieve maximum learning and recall?; what affect does physical activity have on 
learning?; and, how are diet, gender, music training, sleep and stress connected to learning? Participants 
will explore a range of topics related to the brain and learning, and discover how to develop teaching 
strategies that engage our students’ brains. 

5 
(50) 

Sabrina Heydorn & Jaclyn Ellert 
 

Communication and Critical 
Thinking in Math 

 
Math 

 
Grades 7-9 

 

 
Communication is essential in our ever-changing society. Communicating in math is no different. This 
session is intended to give teachers the confidence in presenting open ended tasks, including “math talks” 
and “low floor high ceiling” tasks in a middle school classroom. 
 
Sabrina & Jaclyn are teachers at École Charlie Killam School in Camrose. Both are passionate about 
mathematics education and numeracy advocates. Their goal is to inspire teachers to let their students do 
the talking. 

6 
(50) 

ATA 
 

Curriculum Development Update 
 

General 
 

General 

 
 
 
 

Session Description Forthcoming 



Thursday     2:30 PM-3:45 PM 

7 
(55) ATA 

 
Why are we still Talking About 

Assessment? 
 

General 
 

General  

 
Assessment plays a critical role in the learning of our students. As teachers, we take on multiple roles 
during the assessment cycle, including planner, coach and judge. During this workshop, participants will 
have the opportunity to explore three questions related to those roles: 
• How do we plan assessment with the end in mind? 
• How do we support the learner to successfully meet curricular outcomes? 
• How do we ensure the credibility of our judgments? 
By engaging in a variety of activities, workshop participants will have the opportunity to reflect on their 
assessment practices and consider how to use assessment effectively to support student learning. 
 

8 
(240) Lana Lane 

 
Reading Readiness RRST – What 

do you need to know 
 

Language Arts  
 

Kindergarten – Grade 2 

 
The Reading Readiness Screening Tool (RRST) was created by an expert panel of the Learning Disabilities 
Association of Alberta (LDAA) to provide Kindergarten and Grade 1 teachers for the English program and 
Grade 1 and 2 teachers for French Immersion with an accessible, affordable measure to screen all of their 
students for reading readiness.  Do you have questions about your beginning reader?  This is the workshop 
to attend!  TARGET K-2 teachers 
 
Lana Lane is an Independent Literacy Consultant.  She resides on an acreage outside of Canada's only 
Border City, Lloydminster, Saskatchewan.  She has been a classroom teacher of PreK-Gr. 2 and an 
Instructional Literacy Coach K-12.  She is currently working as a facilitator with the Alberta Learning 
Network and the Learning Disabilities Association of Alberta sharing her love of literacy! 

9 
(180) 

ATA  
 

Emerging Students: Collaborative 
Learning Strategies 

 
General 

 
General 

 
Students need to do more than just listen to learn. In this workshop, the ideas behind cooperative and 
collaborative learning will be explored with the emphasis on practical strategies that can be used in the 
classroom. Essential elements such as positive interdependence, interaction, accountability, interpersonal 
and group work skills and processes will be explored. The role of collaboration in digital spaces can also be 
explored. 

10 
(180) 

ATA 
 

Collective Memories: Building Our 
Stories Through History 

 
Genera 

 
General 

 
 
 
 

Session Description Forthcoming 



Thursday     2:30 PM-3:45 PM 

11 
(180) 

ATA 
 

Working with Parents to Support 
Student Success 

 
General 

 
General 

 

 
Much has been written about the role of parents in supporting and enhancing student success in school. 
Research shows that effective parental involvement at al grade levels can increase student achievement, 
improve attendance, reduce drop-out rates and increase community support for the school. This workshop 
will help teachers identify opportunities to work more effectively with parents to accomplish their mutual 
goal—success for all children. The workshop increase the awareness of the benefits of parental 
involvement by providing approaches for school staff to communicate more effectively, reframing 
responses to challenging situations and involving parent sin meaningful ways in the education process. 

12 
(240) Tracy Lockwood 

 
Focus on FUNdamentals (K-6): 

Supporting the Development of 
Physical Literacy 

 
Physical Education 

 
Kindergarten – Grade 6 

Engaging in activities that spark interest, cultivate joy, and promote lifelong participation all contribute to 
the development of physical literacy.  In fact, physical literacy is the gateway to physical activity, which is 
vital to all aspects of growth and development. In this presentation, concepts of physical literacy will be 
highlighted and participants will learn about a new and exciting resource; Focus on FUNdamentals that 
serves as an easy-to-use planning guide for a challenging, fun and active learning environment. Many 
activities will be shared that build competence in fundamental movement and sport skills, foster 
confidence for feelings of success and increase motivation to maximize participation. 
 
Tracy Lockwood is the Founder of PLAY Education. She is a certified K-12 PE Teacher with over 20 years of 
experience & has worked w/ K-12 students in Alberta & Abu Dhabi. She was employed as a HPE consultant 
for nearly 10 yrs. &  has a Masters Degree in Education. Her interACTIVE facilitation style will have you 
moving, connecting & smiling. Visit her website @ playeducation.ca 

13 / 14 
(40) 

ATA 
 

Rethinking School Suspensions 
 

General, Administrators 
 

General 
 

The practice of levying school suspensions for a variety of infractions has led to a growing body of research. 
The rationales at the core of its usage and its efficacy as a means of affecting behavioral change is being 
increasingly questioned. Coupled with this is the recognition that suspensions lead to a considerable 
number of negative outcomes that impact not only students but in a global sense, the society in which they 
must function. The intent of this workshop is to examine the use of suspensions and to explore how 
rethinking their effectiveness can leads to embracing alternatives to a practice that falls short of its desired 
results. Participants will bee better equipped to work collaboratively with school staff and or school council 
to better understand school suspensions and its efficacy as a means of affecting behavioral change in 
students. 

15 / 16 
(40) 

ATA 
 

Professional Conduct is in Order 
 

General 
 

General 

 
 
The Code of Professional Conduct is a guide for teaching approved by teachers for teachers. Because it is 
referenced in The Teaching Profession Act, the code applies to the behaviour of teachers in a broad range 
of situations. Drawing on scenarios from actual cases, this presentation describes the standards of 
professional conduct expected of teachers and explains how the ATA deals with teachers who fail to live up 
to these standards. 



Thursday     2:30 PM-3:45 PM 

17 / 18 
(40) 

ATA 
 

Teacher Time: What is it, How do I 
Count it? 

 
General 

 
General 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Session Description Forthcoming 

19 / 20 
(30) 

ATA 
 

Tools for Collaboration 
 

General 
 

General 
 
 

 
 
This workshop will show participants how to lead and work in collaborative teams. A variety of strategies 
for facilitating collaborative teams will be presented, collaborative learning, action research, study groups 
and focused conversation. 



Friday     9:00 AM-10:15 AM 

Location 
(capacity) 

Session Presenter / Title / 
Subject Applicability / Level 

Session  / Presenter Description 

   

1 
(40) Bogdan Konikowski  

 
POP ART: PRINTMAKING FOR THE 

YOUNG ARTISTS 
 

Art 
 

General 

If you like Pop Art, you need to register in this workshop right away! You will learn how to create colourful, 
funky prints in the easy way. This will become your students’ favourite art project! Participants will be 
provided with a set of handouts and a PowerPoint presentation (bring your own USB stick) that can be 
used directly in their art classrooms. Open to art and general teachers of grades 3 - 12.  All supplies 
provided by instructor. 
 
$5.00 Registration Fee 
 
Pre-Registration Required. Please Email:  ceatcaprogram@gmail.com  
 

3 
(100) 

ATA 
 

Blanket Exercise  
 

Social Studies, General  
 

All 
 

The Blanket Exercise is a participatory workshop in which educators will experience over 500 years of 
history by taking on the roles of Indigenous peoples in Canada. Standing on blankets that represent the 
land, they will walk through time and explore the impacts of colonization, treaty-making, and modern 
legislation. 
 
The Blanket Exercise is concluded by a facilitated debriefing in which participants have the opportunity to 
discuss the experience as a group. By engaging participants on an emotional and intellectual level, this 
workshop is a powerful tool for increasing empathy and understanding. 

5 
(50) 

Lindsay Kate Anderson  
 

Classroom Design 
 

General 
 

Grades 7-9 

Natural versus fluorescent lighting; neutral versus vibrant colours; desks versus varied levels of seating; 
fresh versus circulated air. Over the past two years I have completed my Masters of Educational Studies 
through the University of Alberta, where I did my research assignment on classroom design at the middle 
years level. Through the literature, interviews, and my own experiences I found four elements of the 
physical environment affect students: lighting, ventilation, aesthetics, and furniture. Lighting in the 
classroom includes natural sources such as windows and skylights, lamps, and overhead lighting.  
Ventilation refers to the physical temperature and air movement within classrooms.  Aesthetics deals with 
the general atmosphere of the classroom, including colours, and furniture is more than just a place to sit 
and work. This session will explore my personal journey through classroom design, moving beyond seating 
arrangements, and will offer educators simple solutions to creating engaging learning environments for 
students in the middle years. 
 
For 13 years Lindsay has taught every grade K-9 at five schools, in two provinces, in both the private and 
public sectors. She is a passionate, dynamic, caring teacher who enjoys bringing the world to my students 
through project based learning, multimedia sources, and field-trips. She believes in creativity in teaching 
and learning, and that one size rarely fits all. 



Friday     9:00 AM-10:15 AM 

6 
(50) Karley Lewis  

 
 Your Passion is Contagious!  

Meaningful Practices in the Music 
Classroom 

 
General, Music 

 
Grades 4-12 

Student engagement and participation in the music classroom is necessary for learning to occur.   An 
energetic, passionate, knowledgeable, structured and efficient music teacher has the potential of making 
learning fun and meaningful.   How can we empower the students we teach?  How can we direct our 
lessons around the interests of our students?  What classroom practices are critical in creating an 
environment conducive to student learning?  How can we make our assessment practices meaningful and 
constructive?   And where do we find that extra energy when we need it most? 
 
Karly is an active educator and musician in Southern Alberta. She has been an educator for 15 years. Karly 
is passionate conductor, teacher and musician.  She serves on the Artistic Development Committee for the 
Lethbridge Community Band Society, is a hornist with numerous ensembles and is currently the band 
director and educator at the middle school level. 

7 
(55) 

ATA 
 

Make me a Maker 
 

General 
 

General 
 

 
There has been a shift in education toward inquiry and hands-on, exploratory learning. The makerspace 
movement lends itself to many of these ideals. This workshop provides background information about 
makerspaces and the maker movement, and encourages teachers to get involved and bring it into their 
classrooms. Students will benefit from the challenges of hands-on inquiry that challenges the traditional 
classroom setup. Makerspaces provide an opportunity for all students to be successful and for parents and 
the greater school community to become involved in the classroom. 

8 
(240) Session Forthcoming 

 
Session Forthcoming 

 
 

9 
(180) 

Debbie Quick  
 

Bear Necessities of Writing 
 

Language Arts 
 

Grades 1-2 
 
 

 
 
 
Teaching younger students to write is a challenge for many teachers. The Bear Necessities of Writing was 
created right here in Alberta and is currently being used in hundreds of Alberta and BC classrooms very 
successfully. The fun toolbox of strategies and activities can be used in any grade 1-3 classroom with 
immediate results in student growth as writers. 
 
Debbie Quick has spent 30 years in education as a teacher and literacy consultant. Her academic 
preparation includes a Masters in Literacy.  As a teacher she knew learners needed to use a variety of 
learning styles to help develop their skills as readers and writers. The Bear Necessities of Writing was 
created to help her students develop their skills as writers. 
 
 



Friday     9:00 AM-10:15 AM 

10 
(180) 

ATA 
 

411 on TQS 
 

General 
 

General 
 

 
 
 
 

Session Description Forthcoming 
 
 
 
 

11 
(180) 

ATA 
 

Winning Strategies for an Inclusive 
Classroom 

 
General 

 
General 

 
 
This workshop will provide teachers with instructional and assessment accommodations, organizing tools 
and learning strategies designed to help struggling learners. While many of the strategies come from the 
field of special education, they can be used with all students. The workshop will not address specific special 
needs. 
 
 
 

12 
(240) 

Susan Agrios 
 

Fun in a Bag 
 

Teacher Wellness 
 

All 

 
Susan former K-12 school teacher, multi sport world medalist and record holder in cycling, badminton and 
weightlifting with more than 2 decades of experience as a personal fitness trainer/strength & conditioning 
specialist developed a Fun in a Bag Fitness Kit with DVD for teachers and students to meet the DPA 
requirements. Initially designed for Alberta school teachers, the kits are being used across Canada, in USA 
and Europe. During this session Susan will teach a variety of exercises in the kits and more that will help 
keep you and your students fit. The exercises are simple, many require no equipment and can be done in 
the classroom or small space. Come ready and dressed to learn lots of ideas and exercises. (optional 
observe or participate) 
 
Susan Agrios is founder & CEO of AGRIOS MINDFITNESS dedicated to helping & motivating others lead 
healthier lives physically & mentally through movement & breath.K-12 former schoolteacher, multi sport 
world medalist & record holder with  more than 2 decades of experience as a fitness trainer. What makes 
her unique is she is an Internationally Certified Level 2 Kundalini Yoga & Meditation teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday     9:00 AM-10:15 AM 

13 / 14 
(40) 

ATA 
 

Classroom Management (French) 
 

General 
 

General 
 

The classroom environment should facilitate learning for all students. The workshop is based on three key 
assumptions: (1) that every student needs to succeed, (2) that students must learn to take responsibility for 
their actions and (3) that dignity and respect characterize all successful  classroom management 
approaches. Participants will learn how to teach students positive social skills and responses, and create 
structures and procedures that help students to understand what is expected and to accept responsibility 
for their actions. The workshop will also demonstrate specific strategies that teachers can use to deal with 
difficult students and to respond to their parents. The workshop can be tailored to meet the needs of 
preservice, beginning, elementary or secondary teachers. 
 

15 / 16 
(40) 

Greg Hunter  
 

Rethinking Munich 1938 
 

Social Studies 
 

Grades 7-12 

The parable of Munich 1938 has inverted what ought to be the true lesson. Rather than a cautionary tale 
against powerful nations breaking International Law and flouting national sovereignty, the parable has 
mainly been used to justify it. Over a dozen examples of crying "Munich" or "Hitler" will be examined and 
in the process we will learn about the underlying true intentions. The second half of the talk provides 
participants with an understanding of the enduring geopolitical and personal ambitions that have been the 
actual causes of war from World War 2 to the present, focusing on conflicts since the fall of the Soviet 
Union. 
 
Greg Hunter taught science in Alberta for 30 years.  Greg's talks emphasize that to understand the world 
we must rely on evidence and reason. He is particularly interested in how our own cognitive biases can be 
manipulated by others to distort our thinking.   

17 / 18 
(40) 

Daryl Marchant  
 

Best Fit:  TI Graphing and 
Resources 

 
Math 

 
Grades 10-12 

Come and see what technology fits your classroom needs and the free resources available from TI.  
Participants will receive free software and prizes will awarded 
 
Darryl is the Educational Technology Consultant for Texas Instruments Canada. Prior, he was an educator in 
AB for 27 years.  He is also one of the contributing authors for the Absolute Value Publications workbook 
series. Darryl has spoken at many conferences throughout North America. 

19 / 20 
(30) 

Nelson Scott 
 

Thanks, Great Job 
 

Administrators 
 

Administrators 
 
  

Improve retention, boost morale and increase engagement with high-value, low-cost staff recognition. 
Your resources— time and money—may be limited, but that doesn’t have to prevent you from recognizing 
staff in ways that they will value. There are simple, easy-to-use tools and techniques that you can use to 
provide meaningful staff recognition.  
 
Nelson Scott is a former teacher, principal, and assistant superintendent. Today, he works with leaders who 
are committed to hiring the right people and engaging them using high-value, low-cost staff recognition. 
He is the author of Thanks! GREAT Job! and 13 Reasons Managers Are “Unlucky” When Making Hiring 
Decisions. 



Friday     10:30AM – 12:00 PM 

Location 
(capacity) 

Session Presenter / Title / 
Subject Applicability / Level 

Session  / Presenter Description 

   

1 
(40) 

Session Forthcoming 
Session Forthcoming 

3 
(100) 

ATA 
 

Blanket Time 
Continued from 9:00AM 

 
Social Studies, General  

 
All 

 

 
The Blanket Exercise is a participatory workshop in which educators will experience over 500 years of 
history by taking on the roles of Indigenous peoples in Canada. Standing on blankets that represent the 
land, they will walk through time and explore the impacts of colonization, treaty-making, and modern 
legislation. 
 
The Blanket Exercise is concluded by a facilitated debriefing in which participants have the opportunity to 
discuss the experience as a group. By engaging participants on an emotional and intellectual level, this 
workshop is a powerful tool for increasing empathy and understanding. 
 

5 
(50) 

Amanda Shaw  
 

Looking Ahead, Planning for 
Retirement 

 
General, Teacher Wellness 

 
All 

 
Approaching retirement? Join us for a presentation given by retired teachers, for retiring teachers. This 
session will open with a look at important considerations on how you will spend your retirement, and 
provide information on the Alberta Retired Teachers' Association. We review income considerations, and 
information on your pension. We will also comprehensively review the Retiree Benefits Plan, including the 
application process, and health, dental, drug, and travel coverage. 
 
This session will provide you with much to consider as you look ahead to life after teaching. 
 

6 
(50) 

 
ATA  

 
Building Mentorship 

 
General 

 
General  

 
 

  
 

 
 

Session Description Forthcoming 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday     10:30AM – 12:00 PM 

7 
(55) 

Sara Roosebloom 
 

Teaching Through Tragedy 
 

CTS 
 

Grades 10-12 

 
 
When a workplace tragedy occurs, lives are turned upside down and workplaces are forever changed. 
There is no turning back the clock when someone loses a life or limb, but we can learn from these tragedies 
and use that loss to change attitudes and behaviours.  
Since 2014, Safety in Schools has shifted to include a greater focus on experience-based learning to 
complement the workplace safety training that is the core of our program. We are changing minds and 
saving lives by bringing students face to face with the real life consequences of workplace injuries and 
fatalities.  
Come learn about our newest courses, which explore real experiences with workplace injuries and 
fatalities, as well as the work we are doing bringing injury survivors into schools to speak with students 
about their lives, loss and the lessons they have learned. We will also discuss how you can use emotionally 
stimulating content to drive home lessons about personal responsibility and safety in your classrooms.  
 
Sara Rooseboom has been with the Safety in Schools Foundation of Canada since March 2014 in her 
capacity as Program Coordinator. She is responsible for expanding the reach of the Safety in Schools online 
program into more schools, supporting teachers using the program, coordinating in-school engagements 
with injury survivors, and overseeing the development of new course content. 
 
 

8 
(240) 

Nancy Smith  
 

Social Citizens – Positive 
Social Media 

 
General, Technology 

 
Grades 4-12 

 
Navigating Social Media for Kids 
 
There is no shortage of negative news headlines and discussions about how social media is impacting our 
kids and our own lives.  Social Citizens' goal is to empower adults with information on how they can use 
social media positively and have better conversations with their kids on how to use it responsibly and 
safely.  This session is filled with practical and relevant information that will equip teachers and parents 
with information on how social media can be used positively. 
 
Nancy Smith is a passionate advocate for social media. As an early adopter and avid social media user, it 
has been a natural transition for her to apply her knowledge from her successful marketing career to 
teaching. 
 
Nancy is an instructor at the University of Calgary and Mount Royal University.  She is also a mom to a 12 yr 
old and can relate to the challenges in todays digital world. 
 
 



Friday     10:30AM – 12:00 PM 

9 
(180) 

Carrie Forester  
 

Students who Struggle with 
Reading (K-2) 

 
General, Language Arts 

 
Kindergarten – Grade 2 

 
Are you wondering what will work for your struggling students? 
Snapword Flashcards can help!  
 
Students will easily learn 600 sight words, visualize for recall, learn related body movement, increase 
reading, and expand reading fluency. Whether you have a kindergartener who is falling behind or an older 
child who is working too hard on reading, the right-brained teaching resources and tips will help your child 
be successful! 
 
The answer for children who struggle lies in teaching children using materials that are uniquely designed 
using right-brained elements such as visuals, body movement, and stories.  
The resources are designed specifically for children who need visuals and movement to learn: English as 
Second language, learning disabilities, visual and kinesthetic learners, those labeled with dyslexia, autism, 
Asperger’s, auditory processing disorder, right-brained learners and ADHD. These resources can easily be 
used successfully by Teachers, Educational Assistants, and Parents 
 
Carrie Forster has a Bachelor of Education with a minor in Special Education from University of Alberta.  
First year teaching, she taught Grade 5/6, 14 students with Learning Disabilities.  Since 2006, she has been 
teaching grade 2.  Carrie was nominated for an Excellence in Teaching Award in 2010.  Her philosophy is 
that all children can learn. 
 
 
 

10 
(180) 

ATA 
 

Creative Tech Infused Classrooms 
 

General, Technology 
 

General 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This workshop is designed to share the Substitution Augmentation, Modification and Redefinition (SAMR) 
model with teachers to facilitate technology implementation in their classrooms. 
Integrating technology not only addresses 21st-century skills, but also meets the Teacher Quality Standards 
of Alberta and the eight cross-curricular competencies. Many teachers struggle to successfully integrate 
technology in a meaningful way. This workshop provides opportunities to gain confidence, knowledge and 
best practices to move forward in planning for the classroom. 
 
 
 
 



Friday     10:30AM – 12:00 PM 

11 
(180) 

Scott Bresubiak  
 

Fostering School Spirit Though PE 
 

Physical Education, Athletics, 
school Culture/Leadership 

 
Grades 7-12 

 
School culture is vital in enhancing or, when lacking, detracting from Student Achievement. This workshop 
will discuss how Athletic Directors, Administrators, Phys. Ed staff, and coaches can use sport to build and 
enrich a positive and exciting school culture.  Specific steps and ideas will be outlined to use your athletic 
program and other school-based athletic initiatives as a springboard to create a healthy and positive 
environment within your school. 
 
Scott is an Assistant Principal at Harry Ainlay High School, where he previously held the role of Department 
Head of Student Services. He has also coordinated Work Experience and Registered Apprenticeship 
Programs. 
 
In educational athletics, Scott has served as a high school Athletic Director for 10 years, and is the President 
of the Canadian Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association. 
 

12 
(240) 

Susan Agrios 
 

Kundalini Yoga and Meditation 
 

Teacher Wellness 
 

All 

 
Kundalini yoga is often referred to as the yoga of awareness.  It is a technology that teaches you techniques 
and awareness to stay healthy (physically and mentally). Kundalini Yoga calms the mind, strengthens the 
immune system and nervous system to better handle stress, stretches and builds muscles improving your 
health and enjoyment of life.  Susan internationally level 2 certified Kundalini Yoga & Meditation teacher 
with advanced training in Yoga Nidra (guided meditation) will also teach you an 11 minute meditation and 
challenge you to do it for 40 days…40 consecutive days that is. 
 
Susan Agrios is founder & CEO of AGRIOS MINDFITNESS dedicated to helping & motivating others lead 
healthier lives physically & mentally through movement & breath.K-12 former schoolteacher, multi sport 
world medalist & record holder with  more than 2 decades of experience as a fitness trainer. What makes 
her unique is she is an Internationally Certified Level 2 Kundalini Yoga & Meditation teacher. 
 

13 / 14 
(40) ATA  

 
Classroom Management (English) 

 
General 

 
General 

 

 
The classroom environment should facilitate learning for all students. The workshop is based on three key 
assumptions: (1) that every student needs to succeed, (2) that students must learn to take responsibility for 
their actions and (3) that dignity and respect characterize all successful  classroom management 
approaches. Participants will learn how to teach students positive social skills and responses, and create 
structures and procedures that help students to understand what is expected and to accept responsibility 
for their actions. The workshop will also demonstrate specific strategies that teachers can use to deal with 
difficult students and to respond to their parents. The workshop can be tailored to meet the needs of 
preservice, beginning, elementary or secondary teachers. 
 



Friday     10:30AM – 12:00 PM 
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Greg Hunter 
 

Global Warming 
 

Science, Social Studies 
 

Grades  4-12 

 
Unfortunately most people have opinions on Global Warming that sadly amount to "Scientists say it's real 
(or not real)." Yet the evidence is very accessible. This talk will cover: Who says it isn't real? What is the 
greenhouse effect? What is the evidence that the atmosphere, land and oceans are warming. What is the 
evidence that the warming is due to man? What are the effects? What is ocean acidification? What are the 
geopolitical implications? What is the prognosis? Is there a prescription? This talk is suitable for those with 
all levels of scientific knowledge who would like more information on any of the questions above. 
 
Greg Hunter taught science in Alberta for 30 years.  Greg's talks emphasize that to understand the world 
we must rely on evidence and reason. He is particularly interested in how our own cognitive biases can be 
manipulated by others to distort our thinking.   
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Debbie Quick  
 

Literacy in the Content Areas 
 

General 
 

Grades 7-12 

 
Do you have students who struggle when they read the subject content expected in grades 7-12? This 
session will provide a framework that content/subject teachers can use to structure their lessons to 
support all students in developing strategies to better understand difficult text. Teachers will be provided 
with a toolbox of strategies they can use as a part of their regular instruction that will assist their students 
to understand the subject content. 
 
Debbie Quick has spent 30 years in education as a teacher and literacy consultant. Her academic 
preparation includes a Masters in Literacy.  As a teacher she knew learners needed to use a variety of 
learning styles to help develop their skills as readers and writers. The Bear Necessities of Writing was 
created to help her students develop their skills as writers. 
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ATA 
 

Principal's Role in the TQS 
 

General 
 

General 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday     10:30AM – 12:00 PM 

 

 

Off 
Campus 
Session 

 
10:30 AM 

CKUA Edmonton  
(9804 Jasper Avenue NW) 

 
10:30AM 

CKUA Tour 
 

Art 
 

General 

 
This will be an opportunity to learn about the industry, and inner workings of CKUA.  
 
Participants will meet at CKUA at 10:30AM 
 
Limited Availability,  Pre-Registration Required. Please Email:  ceatcaprogram@gmail.com   



Friday     1:00PM – 2:30 PM 
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Closing Keynote 

 
Taking on the New Possibilities 
and Challenges of Learning in a 

Connected World 
 

Dr. Alec Couros 
 

General 
 
 

 
 

DR. ALEC COUROS is a professor of educational technology and media at the Faculty 
of Education, University of Regina. He is an experienced presenter on various topics 
related to digital literacies, technology integration, and digital citizenship. A dynamic 
presenter, knowledgeable researcher, and a seasoned educational consultant he 
specializes in social media, technology integrations, digital citizenship and media 
literacy. 


